
  

  April 2016 

www.hillsdogclub.com 
https://www.facebook.com/hillsdistrictdogclub 

 
Check out ‘Hills Dog Club Members Only’       

Facebook Page– Just search “Hills Dog Club 
Members” and ask to join the group. 

Upcoming Meeting Dates 

13th April  
11th May  
8th June 
13th July  

10th August  
14th Sept  

12th October  
9th November 
14th December 

  

Want to see your dog in the Hills Howler? Got a suggestion, story or photo?  

Do you want to receive your Howler via email? 

Submissions for the next Hills Howler close on the 20th April, 2016 

Email: hillshowler@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No Training: 
Tuesday 12th April (School Holidays) 
Tuesday 19th April (School Holidays) 

Monday 25th April  (Anzac Day) 
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Hills  Dog Club Inc 

2016 Committee 

President: Gordon Fenbow Mb:0430 341 235 E: gfenbow@bigpond.net.au  

Vice President: Kellie Neville Mb: 0408 027 874 E: neville_200@hotmail.com 

Vice President: David Hutchins Mb: 0412 245 999 E: entally@optusnet.com.au 

Secretary: Vicki Gresser Ph: 9871 5734 E: vicki.gresser@optusnet.com.au 

Assistant Secretary: Deidre O’Brien  Ph: 9654 9171 E: obrien.hamely28@bigpond.com 

Treasurer: Lynne Sheather Ph: 9634 1497 E: lshe4963@bigpond.net.au 

Assistant Treasurer: Janet Power Ph: 9639 9987 E: powerjanet@optusnet.com.au 

Chief Instructor: Dianne Atkins Ph: 9654 3833 E: diatkins@bigpond.net.au  

Trial Secretary: Tiki Freizer Mb: 0419 488 493 

Show Secretary: Janet Power Mb: 0419 313 848 

Committee:    Anne Small Mb: 0417 414 877  

Judith Stanley Ph: 9868 5912 

Kathy Cocks Mb: 0411 892 329 

Michelle Gurney Mb: 0404 129 425 

Peter Guenther 

Sandra Elliot Mb: 0412 350 288 

Public Officer: Vicki Gresser Ph: 9871 5734 

Publicity Officer:  Kellie Neville Mb: 0408 027 874 E: hillshowler@gmail.com  

Equipment Officer: Luke Perfect Mb: 0409 118 458 E: alwaysperfect@optusnet.com.au 

Education Officer: Dianne Atkins Ph: 9654 3833 E: diatkins@bigpond.net.au  

Registrar: Jody Smith Mb: 0418 169 656 E: jawsmith@bigpond.com 

Auditor: Mr T Newton  

Patrons: Dr Stephen Abrahams, Mrs Betty Stepkovitch, Mrs Hazel Baldwin 

Trophy Stewards:  Trial—Kerry Richards and Janice Lyons        Show—Shirley Tulk and Eve Ryan 

Club Trophy Steward: Genevieve Young Mb: 0419 161 042 E: genevieve.young@optusnet.com.au  

Life Members: Peter Guenther, Hazel Baldwin, Dianne Atkins, Janet Power, Belvane Parsons, Anne Small,  

  Betty Cansdale, Robyn Jones, Janice Lyons, Vicki Gresser, Lynne Sheather 
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Agenda: 

 

1 Open Meeting 

2 Apologies 

3 Confirmation of minutes of the previous              

    meeting                 

4 Business arising from the minutes 

5 Correspondence 

6 Treasurers Report 

 

 

 

7 New Members 

8 Chief Instructor’s Report 

9 Show Secretary’s Report 

10 Trial Secretary's Report 

11 Publicity Report 

12 General Business  

 

 

 

Notice is given of the General Meeting of the Hills Dog Club Inc.  
to be held on  

Wednesday 13th April 2016,  
in the Meeting Rooms, at Castle Hill Showground. 

Commencing at 7:30 p.m.  

Everyone is welcome to attend. 
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- MEMBERS PLEASE NOTE - 

The Hills Howler newsletter is written by members, for members. The views expressed 

here are not necessarily the views of the Hills Dog Club Inc. and the club does not      

accept responsibility for any information, articles or advice published. 

- NOTICE BOARD - 

Leave your dog “on lead” at all times 

unless your instructor requests other-

wise. 

Please bring correct money to training 

for ground fees. 

No thongs or bare feet in classes.  

Closed shoes are preferable and safer. 

Please wear your membership card at 

all times. It makes everyone`s life     

easier! 

All dogs on the training grounds must be 

vaccinated under Club rules. 

Bitches in season are not permitted to  

attend class. You may still come and 

watch, but she may not. 

Yes, training is on when it rains. Bring a 

raincoat and wear boots.  If it is very wet 

we will train under the covered ring. 

All correspondence to: 

The Secretary,  

Hills Dog Club Inc. 

56/159 Ridgecrop Drive, 

Castle Hill  NSW  2154 

FORGOT TO BRING TREATS TO 

TRAINING? 

Don’t worry! We have lamb treats for 

sale at the office for just $5 a bag. 

FOR NOTICE OF CLASS  

CANCELLATION 

In the event of extreme weather  

conditions (heat or rain)  

Go to: 

www.hillsdogclub.com 

OR find us on Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/hillsdogclub 

OR https://www.facebook.com/

hillsdistrictdogclub 

Pages updated  

Monday 4pm & Tuesday 8:45am 

  

- FREE MEMBERS BOARD - 

The Club has decided to include a FREE notice board column in the Howler each month 

for club members. This will be a maximum of 3 lines for one (1) month and will be non 

commercial. 

http://www.hillsdogclub.com
http://www.facebook.com/hillsdogclub
https://www.facebook.com/hillsdistrictdogclub
https://www.facebook.com/hillsdistrictdogclub
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Hills Dog Club Inc 

TRAINING TIMES 

Monday 7pm  Puppies, Beginners, Graduate & Advanced 

  8pm   Triallers 
 
  Puppy classes are for dogs 12-20 weeks.     NO CLASSES HELD ON PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 
 
Tuesday 10.30am All Classes NO TUESDAY CLASSES HELD IN SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 
 
CLUB MEETINGS 
The club meets monthly on the 2nd Wednesday of the month, except January, in the clubhouse. 
Meetings start at 7.30pm. All welcome! Tea and coffee provided. 
Club financial year is 1st January to 31st December. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE     NEWSLETTER 
All Club correspondence or enquires should  Hills Howler is available at the clubhouse on 
be addressed in writing to The Secretary,              training days/nights and online. All 
56/169 Ridgecrop Drive, Castle Hill, NSW, 2154.  members are encouraged to contribute. 
 

GROUND RULES 
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Promotions 
Beginners to Graduate 

Christa Mellon with Flame the Border Collie (Monday Night Class) 

Rebecca Cramer with Diesel the Gordon Setter (Tuesday Morning Class) 
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Name:  Lea-Ann Laughton  

Dogs : Roxy -   Cavalier King Charles Spaniel -  9 years  

  Tully -   Working Springer Spaniel - 14 months  

  Zalee -  Working Springer Spaniel  - 1 year  

How long have you been at Hills? Over 20 years as I started with my German     

Shepherd ‘Kara’ and then my Cavalier King Charles Spaniel ‘Millie’.  

What class do you usually Teach? Puppies  - Week 4 

Best Dog Training advice ever given to you: Always keep your training sessions fun 

and short, lots of positive reinforcement. 

What other Dog Activities do you do? Breeding and Training Service Dogs  

Day Job: Dog Trainer 

Hobbies: Spending quality time with the family and riding on our motorbikes. 

Biggest Dog Achievement:  Training and learning from ‘Rosie’ my Cavalier King 

Charles Spaniel who sadly we lost in December at age 15 years.  We were part of the 

Delta Pet Partner Team who visited Westmead Children’s Hospital weekly for many 

years.  The joy and happiness that Rosie brought to those sick children was amazing and 

I will never forget their faces when Rosie went to visit.   

Favourite thing you’ve taught your Dog: I taught ‘Rosie’ to give the children she      

visited a Hi -5 and a Hi -10  with her paws. 
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Hills Dog Club Inc 

Obedience AND Rally-O Trial 

When: Saturday May 7th, 2016 

Where: Castle Hill Showground 

Start Time: 9am 

 

Volunteers Needed 
Please contact Tiki Friezer on: 

bondsmum@bigpond.com 

 

We will also have Enriched Paws, Pets on the Park and   
Roaming Pet Products on the day to purchase goodies and a 

Food Truck. 
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Prevention Is Smart Breeding -  

Collie Eye Anomaly and the Australian Shepherd 

 
Despite a name which implies an origin “down under”, the Australian shepherd is widely understood to be a 

breed of American origin. In fact, descriptions of the breed and their importance in the lives of 19
th
 and 

20
th
 century Basque shepherds who had relocated from Australia to the western US are plentiful. Australian 

shepherds’ exceptional intelligence, versatility, desire to please, and a natural instinct to herd and guard 
livestock have made them a common inhabitant of ranches and farms where they have been trained to 

perform a variety of tasks. Aside from their work on the homestead, their unique abilities have also made 
them great competitors in stock dog trials, agility events, and other dog sports. Despite their many talents 

and desirable traits, like many other breeds, the Australian shepherd has developed some inherited       
disease concerns that can prevent them from performing at their best or otherwise decrease their overall 

quality of life. One such condition recognized in the Australian shepherd is the genetic eye disease known 
as collie eye anomaly.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is CEA? 

Collie eye anomaly (CEA), also known as choroidal hypoplasia, is an inherited eye disease caused by a 
mutation in the canine NHEJ1 gene. Dogs affected with CEA have developmental defects of the choroid, a 

thin vascular layer of the eye that supplies nutrients and blood to several parts of the eye including the  
retina and iris. Affected dogs display variable clinical severity from mild choroid thinning without vision   

deficits to severe malformation of the iris (coloboma), retinal detachment, intraocular haemorrhage, and 
blindness. The severity of clinical signs associated with CEA cannot be predicted between generations  

because mildly affected parents may produce severely affected offspring (and vice versa).  

 

https://www.pawprintgenetics.com/products/tests/details/92/
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How is CEA Inherited? 

Collie eye anomaly is inherited in a recessive manner meaning that dogs must inherit two copies of the 
associatedNHEJ1 gene mutation (one from each parent) in order to develop the disease. Dogs which have 

inherited a single copy of the mutation are considered carriers of CEA and will not develop the disease 
themselves. However, carriers are at risk of producing CEA affected offspring if bred with another carrier of 

the same mutation. Since mildly affected dogs can give birth to severely affected puppies, it is not          
recommended to breed affected dogs, regardless of their disease severity. It should be noted that some 

CEA affected dogs display a phenomenon often referred to by breeders as “going normal”. Dogs that have 
“gone normal” display obvious abnormalities of the choroid and retina on eye exam which appear to      

resolve at about 12 weeks of age. Though their eyes remain abnormal at the microscopic level, these dogs 
often do not display vision deficits. Despite their normal appearance after 12 weeks of age, dogs which 
have “gone normal” should be considered affected when it comes to breeding practices.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

https://www.pawprintgenetics.com/ 

 

           Thanks to Linda Humphreys  

           Dog Lovers Cruise 2015 

https://www.pawprintgenetics.com/
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The purpose of Rally Obedience is to demonstrate a dog’s usefulness as a companion of  mankind, not 

merely the dog’s ability to follow specified routines in the ring. Dogs who participate in Rally are dogs that 

have been trained and conditioned to compete at Novice level and in the presence of other dogs. The   

objective of Rally is to provide a  fast-moving and motivational sport for both Handler and dog that        

demonstrates competency in basic Obedience exercises without the precision of the formal Obedience 

Classes. Dogs in Rally events should demonstrate willingness and enjoyment. To that end, Handlers may 

use verbal praise and encouragement of the dog on the Rally course. All participants in the Rally Classes 

are required to perform the same exercises in substantially the same way so that the quality of the various 

performances may be compared and scored.  

Rally-O will be run every 2nd and 4th Monday of each month- 

Please check the ring timetable for more information 

 

K9 Companion Award Course 
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. 

 

Please Note: The “Drop on Recall” Exercise is part of the CDX (Open) Ring. 
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Elbow Dysplasia 

What is canine elbow dysplasia? 

The word “dysplasia” means “abnormality of development”. The elbow is a complex joint because it       
involves the articulation of three bones. If the three bones do not fit together absolutely perfectly as a result 
of abnormal development, the consequence is abnormal concentration of forces on a specific region of 
the elbow joint. 

Forms of primary cartilage disease may also constitute abnormal development of the   elbow joint resulting 
in significant clinical consequences. The term ‘Developmental Elbow Diseases’ may be a more descriptive 
nomenclature for this condition since most people will have heard of ‘dysplasia’ only in reference to the hip 
joint. Elbow dysplasia has little in common with hip dysplasia. Furthermore, the term elbow dysplasia     
intimates a discrete entity, when in fact there are many forms of developmental elbow diseases, which 
have very different causes and treatments. 

 

  
  
  

 

 

 

How can I tell if my dog has elbow dysplasia? 

Elbow dysplasia is the commonest cause of fore limb lameness in young large and giant breed dogs. Most 
dogs have a limp on one or both front legs. This can be seen as a nodding of the head when the good leg 
is placed and lifting of the head when the bad leg is placed. Some dogs that limp on both front legs will not 
have a limp, but will have an unusual “paddling” gait. Lameness is often triggered by exercise, although 
many dogs will exercise freely and limp afterwards. Although most dogs will be diagnosed before they are 
2 years old, some dogs will not limp until they are older. Collectively, elbow dysplasia and                       
elbow osteoarthritis are the commonest causes of fore limb lameness in dogs of any age. Small dogs can 
also be affected by elbow dysplasia, and this problem should be suspected in any dog with fore limb   
lameness that has not been caused by trauma.  

This video shows is a pronounced head nod typical of a dog with elbow origin lameness: 

https://vimeo.com/31533802 

 

 

http://www.fitzpatrickreferrals.co.uk/glossary/elbow-joint/
http://www.fitzpatrickreferrals.co.uk/glossary/elbow-dysplasia/
http://www.fitzpatrickreferrals.co.uk/glossary/hip-dysplasia/
http://www.fitzpatrickreferrals.co.uk/glossary/osteoarthritis/
https://vimeo.com/31533802
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What is the cause of elbow dysplasia?   

This condition is primarily of genetic cause, although environmental factors such as obesity during        
puppyhood may influence whether an animal with the genes coding for elbow dysplasia will develop a  
clinical problem. Current estimates state that more than one hundred genes code for elbow dysplasia. Our 
ultimate goal will be to genetically map affected animals and tailor breeding programmes to minimise this 
disease.      

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A dog with elbow dysplasia showing 'turning out' of the front feet. 

How is elbow dysplasia treated? 

Non-surgical treatments for elbow dysplasia vs. surgical  
Non-surgical treatments are sometimes recommended for dogs that are affected by subtle pathology, and 
in dogs having no evidence of current elbow incongruity or radio-ulnar conflict. The cornerstones of        
non-surgical treatment are body weight management, physiotherapy, exercise modification, and          
medication (anti-inflammatory pain killers). These same techniques are also important in the short-term 
management of dogs who are treated surgically, although the primary surgical aim is to minimize the     
requirement for long-term exercise restriction and medication.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.fitzpatrickreferrals.co.uk/orthopaedic/canine-elbow-dysplasia/ 

          Thanks to Dr. Karen Hedberg  

            Dog Lovers Cruise 2015 

http://www.fitzpatrickreferrals.co.uk/orthopaedic/canine-elbow-dysplasia/
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Name: Lisa Williams 

Dogs: Matilda & Zeus Labradors  5 years  

How long have you been at Hills: 3-4 years 

What class do you usually Teach? Beginners 2-4 

Best Dog Training Advice ever given to you:   

If your dog is not doing what you want, re-evaluate your technique to see what you are 

doing wrong.   

What other Dog Activities do you do?  

I enjoy walking my two kids twice a day 

Day job: Dog Trainer 

Hobbies:     

My kids - Two and four legged pretty much take up all my time!  

But I love animal behaviour so I'm happy with that.  

Biggest Dog Achievement:   

Raising two well mannered, socialised and trained dogs. If you're after specifics, I guess 

I'm pleased to say I can leave my baked dinner on the floor and trust that when I return 5 

minutes later, it wont be touched by my two food driven labs! 

Favourite thing you’ve taught your Dog: To "Kiss". 
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This is Australian Army Explosive Detection Dog Flo Jo. This 
photo was taken in 2008 in Southern Afghanistan while on 

tour with the Australian Special Forces.  
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Digger returns to war zone where tracker 

dog saved his life 

           Sandra Lee JANUARY 30, 2015  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peter Haran was just 19 years old when he was deployed on his first tour of duty to Vietnam in 1967 as 

part of the Australian Army’s dog tracker section. 

With him was Caesar, a black Labrador-retriever crossed with a kelpie – a mongrel, to be more accurate, 

or as Pete described his four-legged best mate, a ‘smart arse’ dog. 

The pair were members of the 2nd Royal Australian Regiment (2RAR) and their job was to track down 

the enemy Viet Cong. 

Earlier today, Pete (seen in the picture holding Caesar’s collar) sent me an email alerting me to a new short 

film made by his son, Brady Haran, when the father-son duo returned to Nui Dat in Vietnam last year. 

Pete took Brady to the same jungle track where Caesar saved his life while in pursuit of two injured enemy 

fighters who fled after a firefight with an Australian infantry platoon out on patrol. 

The dog tracker team was choppered in to the war zone and Pete instructed his dog to “seek”. 

“This was the worst day of my life,” Pete reveals in the film. 

But, because of luck and “a dog with an incredible uncanny ability”, Pete survived. 

As I write in my book, Saving Private Sarbi, Caesar was a first-class tracker dog, and one of the Army’s 

best. In fact, he was one of the two first dogs deployed to Vietnam. It was the dog’s mission to find the   

enemy who had opened fire on the Australian soldiers. 

But what Caesar did that day in the jungle not only saved his handler’s life, but the lives of a platoon of 

about 20 Diggers, several of whom were wounded when the platoon commander stepped on an M16 land 

mine. 

Sadly, when Pete’s tour of duty was over, Caesar was handed to an incoming dog handler. When the   

Australian Army was withdrawn from the war, he was adopted by an Australian diplomat. Caesar lived a 

great life and did invaluable work. As Pete says in the film, without his beloved mutt, his son wouldn’t have 

been standing in the same jungle where he stood as a young man in 1967. 

To read more about Pete’s and Caesar’s work in Vietnam, you should grab a copy of his top 

book, Trackers. 

To see Brady Haran’s film of his dad in Vietnam – and I recommend you do – go here. It won’t cost a thing, 

and you’ll learn plenty about our Military Working Dogs. 

In dogs we trust. 

http://www.sandralee.com.au/2015/01/vietnam-digger-returns-to-place-where-his-tracker-dog-saved-his-life/ 

http://www.amazon.com.au/Saving-Private-Sarbi-Australias-canine-ebook/dp/B005OH8RUY
http://www.amazon.com.au/Saving-Private-Sarbi-Australias-canine-ebook/dp/B005OH8RUY
http://www.sandralee.com.au/2014/04/meet-edd-sarbis-vietnam-war-predecessor-caesar/
http://www.booktopia.com.au/trackers-the-untold-story-of-the-australian-dogs-of-war-peter-haran/prod9781864366051.html?source=pla&gclid=CLm6-_P-usMCFYSXvQod7HwA6A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xet4ijKvVgo&feature=em-share_video_user
http://www.sandralee.com.au/2015/01/vietnam-digger-returns-to-place-where-his-tracker-dog-saved-his-life/
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NOTICE IS GIVEN 

 

Hills Dog Club Inc. 

Annual General Meeting 

13th April, 2016 

Agenda 

 

1. Open Meeting 

2. Apologies 

3. Minutes of the 2015 Annual General Meeting 

4. Financial Statement 

5. President’s Report 

6. Secretary’s Report 

7. Chief Instructor’s Report 

8. President to declare all positions vacant 

9. Election of Returning Officer & Scrutineers 

10. President to vacate chair, hand meeting over to returning officer 

11. Returning officer reads nominations received & calls for nominations for vacant  

positions 

12. Election of Office Bearers 

13. Nominations & Elections of Patrons 

14. Nomination & Election of Auditor 

15. Trophy Presentation by President 

16. Close Meeting 

 

 

 

 


