
  

  February 2016 

www.hillsdogclub.com 
https://www.facebook.com/hillsdistrictdogclub 

 
Ground Fees: 

Monday Nights: $5 
Tuesday Mornings: $4 

 

Upcoming Meeting Dates 

10th February  
9th March  
13th April  
11th May  
8th June 

13th July  
10th August  

14th Sept  
12th October  
9th November 

  

Want to see your dog in the Hills Howler? Got a suggestion, story or photo?  

Do you want to receive your Howler via email? 

Submissions for the next Hills Howler close on the 22nd February, 2016 

Email: hillshowler@gmail.com 
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Hills  Dog Club Inc 

2016 Committee 

President: Gordon Fenbow Mb:0430 341 235 E: gfenbow@bigpond.net.au  

Vice President: Kellie Neville Mb: 0408 027 874 E: neville_200@hotmail.com 

Vice President: David Hutchins Mb: 0412 245 999 E: entally@optusnet.com.au 

Secretary: Vicki Gresser Ph: 9871 5734 E: vicki.gresser@optusnet.com.au 

Assistant Secretary: Deidre O‘Brien  Ph: 9654 9171 E: obrien.hamely28@bigpond.com 

Treasurer: Lynne Sheather Ph: 9634 1497 E: lshe4963@bigpond.net.au 

Assistant Treasurer: Janet Power Ph: 9639 9987 E: powerjanet@optusnet.com.au 

Chief Instructor: Dianne Atkins Ph: 9654 3833 E: diatkins@bigpond.net.au  

Trial Secretary: Tiki Freizer Mb: 0419 488 493 

Show Secretary: Janet Power Mb: 0419 313 848 

Committee:     Anne Small Mb: 0417 414 877  

Judith Stanley Ph: 9868 5912 

Kathy Cocks Mb: 0411 892 329 

Michelle Gurney Mb: 0404 129 425 

Peter Guenther 

Sandra Elliot Mb: 0412 350 288 

Public Officer: Vicki Gresser Ph: 9871 5734 

Publicity Officer:  Kellie Neville Mb: 0408 027 874 E: hillshowler@gmail.com  

Equipment Officer: Luke Perfect Mb: 0409 118 458 E: alwaysperfect@optusnet.com.au 

Education Officer: Dianne Atkins Ph: 9654 3833 E: diatkins@bigpond.net.au  

Registrar: Jody Smith Mb: 0418 169 656 E: jawsmith@bigpond.com 

Auditor: Mr T Newton  

Patrons: Dr Stephen Abrahams, Mrs Betty Stepkovitch, Mrs Hazel Baldwin 

Trophy Stewards:  Trial—Kerry Richards and Janice Lyons        Show—Shirley Tulk and Eve Ryan 

Club Trophy Steward: Genevieve Young Mb: 0419 161 042 E: genevieve.young@optusnet.com.au  

Life Members: Peter Guenther, Hazel Baldwin, Dianne Atkins, Janet Power, Belvane Parsons, Anne Small,  

  Betty Cansdale, Robyn Jones, Janice Lyons, Vicki Gresser, Lynne Sheather 
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Agenda: 

 

1 Open Meeting 

2 Apologies 

3 Confirmation of minutes of the previous              

    meeting                 

4 Business arising from the minutes 

5 Correspondence 

6 Treasurers Report 

 

 

 

7 New Members 

8 Chief Instructor‘s Report 

9 Show Secretary‘s Report 

10 Trial Secretary's Report 

11 Publicity Report 

12 General Business  

 

 

 

Notice is given of the General Meeting of the Hills Dog Club Inc.  
to be held on  

Wednesday 10th February 2016,  
in the Meeting Rooms, at Castle Hill Showground. 

Commencing at 7:30 p.m.  

Everyone is welcome to attend. 
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- MEMBERS PLEASE NOTE - 

The Hills Howler newsletter is written by members, for members. The views expressed 

here are not necessarily the views of the Hills Dog Club Inc. and the club does not      

accept responsibility for any information, articles or advice published. 

- NOTICE BOARD - 

Leave your dog ―on lead‖ at all times 

unless your instructor requests other-

wise. 

Please bring correct money to training 

for ground fees. 

No thongs or bare feet in classes.  

Closed shoes are preferable and safer. 

Please wear your membership card at 

all times. It makes everyone`s life     

easier! 

All dogs on the training grounds must be 

vaccinated under Club rules. 

Bitches in season are not permitted to  

attend class. You may still come and 

watch, but she may not. 

Yes, training is on when it rains. Bring a 

raincoat and wear boots.  If it is very wet 

we will train under the covered ring. 

All correspondence to: 

The Secretary,  

Hills Dog Club Inc. 

56/159 Ridgecrop Drive, 

Castle Hill  NSW  2154 

FORGOT TO BRING TREATS TO 

TRAINING? 

Don‘t worry! We have lamb treats for 

sale at the office for just $5 a bag. 

FOR NOTICE OF CLASS  

CANCELLATION 

In the event of extreme weather  

conditions (heat or rain)  

Go to: 

www.hillsdogclub.com 

OR find us on Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/hillsdogclub 

OR https://www.facebook.com/

hillsdistrictdogclub 

Pages updated  

Monday 4pm & Tuesday 8:45am 

  

- FREE MEMBERS BOARD - 

The Club has decided to include a FREE notice board column in the Howler each month 

for club members. This will be a maximum of 3 lines for one (1) month and will be non 

commercial. 

http://www.hillsdogclub.com
http://www.facebook.com/hillsdogclub
https://www.facebook.com/hillsdistrictdogclub
https://www.facebook.com/hillsdistrictdogclub
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Hills Dog Club Inc 

TRAINING TIMES 

Monday 7pm  Puppies, Beginners, Graduate & Advanced 

  8pm   Triallers 
 
  Puppy classes are for dogs 12-20 weeks.     NO CLASSES HELD ON PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 
 
Tuesday 10.30am All Classes NO TUESDAY CLASSES HELD IN SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 
 
CLUB MEETINGS 
The club meets monthly on the 2nd Wednesday of the month, except January, in the clubhouse. 
Meetings start at 7.30pm. All welcome! Tea and coffee provided. 
Club financial year is 1st January to 31st December. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE     NEWSLETTER 
All Club correspondence or enquires should  Hills Howler is available at the clubhouse on 
be addressed in writing to The Secretary,              training days/nights and online. All 
56/169 Ridgecrop Drive, Castle Hill, NSW, 2154.  members are encouraged to contribute. 
 

GROUND RULES 
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Name: Lesia Burford 

Dogs: Syrah Border Collie 4yrs 

  Ranger Border Collie 3yrs 

How long have you been at Hills: 3 years 

What Class do you usually teach?  A variety from Beginners 2 up to Graduate 

on Tuesday‘s.  

Best Dog Training advice ever given to you:  All training is a trick to your dog. 

Should be short, exciting and fun no matter what the exercise. 

What other Dog activities do you do? K9 Nose Work 

Day Job:  Director and Office Manager of a Building Inspection Company and     

Roaming Pet Sitter oh and Dog Mum (that‘s a full time job just about). 

Hobbies:  Photography, Art, Colouring In, Going for Walks, Gardening 

Biggest Dog Achievement:  Syrah got her NW1 Title, Ranger who is anxious and 

reactive made it to Graduate at Hills. 

Favourite thing you’ve taught your Dog:  To march  
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If you have any great dog friendly recipes you‘d like to share with  

members of Hills, please send them through to hillshowler@gmail.com 

Fruit and Vegetable Strips 

These strips work as a cheaper alternative to the organic chewy treats sold in pet stores. They also break 

apart easily, so you can serve smaller pieces as training rewards. Fruits and vegetables are rich in vitamin 

C, which can help boost your dog‘s immune system. 

Ingredients 

 
Directions 

1. Cook the sweet potato in the microwave for 8 to 10 minutes, or until the insides are soft. Set aside and 

allow to cool. 

2. Pre-heat the oven to 180 Degrees Celsius. 

3. Mash the banana and sweet potato in a large mixing bowl with a hand masher until smooth. Add in the 

carrots, flour, and oats. Slowly add in the applesauce and water while mixing. 

4. The ingredients will form a soft dough. Roll the dough on to a lightly floured surface until the dough is 

1/8 inch thick. 

5. Cut the dough into strips. 

6. Cook on a baking sheet for 25 minutes. 

7. Store leftover strips in the fridge for up to two weeks. 

 1 small sweet potato 

 1 medium banana 

 1 cup carrots, grated 

 1/2 cup unsweetened organic applesauce 

 2 cups of whole wheat flour (white if your dog has allergies) 

 1 cup of rolled oats 

 1/3 cup of water 
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Hills Dog Club Library 

The Library is open to all members to borrow books and DVD’s 

Monday and Tuesday during Club hours.  
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History of the Dog 
 

The domestic dog is thought to have descended from the grey wolf, and has since evolved to become the 
most morphologically diverse mammalian species. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Phylogenetic tree representing the divergence of canine breeds from the wolf. 

 
The many breeds recognised today are the result of careful selective breeding for functional attributes 

deemed beneficial to their human owners including hunting, guarding, and herding and desirable physical 
characteristics such as skull shape, size, and coat variation. 

The formation of breed clubs and the closure of their canine registries over the last few centuries have  
ensured that the breeds found today are purebred and share similar features as determined by the breed 

standards. 
Genetic analyses across closely related breeds have suggested that a given breed represents a distinct 
genetic unit; consequently, relative genetic similarity within breeds makes the construction of definitive 

breed signatures a realistic proposition.  

Breed Health 
 

We are often asked about breed related illnesses. Many genetic diseases are rare and complex, with some 

diseases requiring multiple ancestors to pass on particular genes to cause disease. Other diseases are 

simply related to a single ancestor in a dog‘s breed makeup. 

Learning more about the history of breeds and any possible breed-related disorders can help you and your 

veterinarian develop a custom health and wellness plan for your dog. 
 

For more insight into genetic issues that may affect particular breeds, we suggest you visit the  

ASAP Laboratory Canine Disease WebPage 

 

 

http://asaplab.com.au/dnatesting/k9diseaselist/k9diseaselist.html
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What is a Mixed Breed Dog? 
 

A mixed breed dog is a cross between two dogs of different breeding. 
Mixed breed dogs can vary in the complexity of their heritage – from the most simple first generation cross 

breed mix of two pedigree breeds (for example, the Cockapoo, which is the offspring of a Cocker        
Spaniel and a Poodle) to out bred dogs that live in freely interbreeding populations in the wild. 

Out bred or wild dogs have no recent ancestry from pedigree dog populations, and can be considered to 
be true mixed breed dogs. In many out bred dogs, all 8 grandparents were also mixed breed dogs. 

Mixed breed dogs vary greatly in size, shape, and colour, and consequently, are often difficult to classify 
physically.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Physical Features Observed in Mixed Breed 

Dogs 
A range of possible body shapes and sizes may be seen in the appearance of mixed breed dogs that arise 

from their purebred ancestors, including specific ear types, tail styles, muzzle shapes and coat lengths, 

colours and textures. 

Physical features characteristic of certain breeds, such as the flattened face of the English Bulldog or the 

extremely curled tail of the Pug, seldom survive even the first crossbreeding.  

 

 

Please see the below website for more information on Canine Genetic Analysis Testing: 
http://www.breedid.com.au/index.html 

 

 

           Thanks to Linda Humphreys  

           Dog Lovers Cruise 2015 

http://www.wisdompanel.co.uk/breedinfo/small/cockerspaniel.html
http://www.wisdompanel.co.uk/breedinfo/small/cockerspaniel.html
http://www.wisdompanel.co.uk/breedinfo/small/poodleminiature.html
http://www.wisdompanel.co.uk/breedinfo/medium/bulldog.html
http://www.wisdompanel.co.uk/breedinfo/toy/pug.html
http://www.breedid.com.au/index.html
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Introduction 

The purpose of Rally Obedience is to demonstrate a dog’s usefulness as a companion of      

mankind, not merely the dog’s ability to follow specified routines in the ring. Dogs who 

participate in Rally are dogs that have been trained and conditioned to compete at     

Novice level and in the presence of other dogs. The objective of Rally is to provide a   

fast-moving and motivational sport for both Handler and dog that demonstrates         

competency in basic Obedience exercises without the precision of the formal Obedience 

Classes. Dogs in Rally events should demonstrate willingness and enjoyment. To that 

end, Handlers may use verbal praise and encouragement of the dog on the Rally course. 

All participants in the Rally Classes are required to perform the same exercises in      

substantially the same way so that the quality of the various performances may be    

compared and scored.  

 

Class Titles and Qualifying Performance 

All dogs eligible to be entered in Rally Obedience Trials in accordance with these Rules shall be 

eligible to receive Class Title Certificates upon qualification and application. The Member Body 

will receive applications for the use of the letters:  

R.N. – signifying Rally Novice - Three (3) qualifying scores of 75 points or more must be earned 

under at least two different Judges in Novice class to earn a title.  

R.A. – signifying Rally Advanced - Three (3) qualifying scores of 80 points or more must be 

earned under at least two different judges in Advanced Class to earn a title.  

R.E. – signifying Rally Excellent - Five (5) qualifying scores of 80 points or more must be earned 

under at least two different Judges in Excellent class to earn a title.  

R.A.E. (EM#121, OCT 15) – signifying Rally Advanced Excellent - To qualify for the title of RAE a 

dog and Handler team must receive a minimum of five (5) qualifying scores, in both the Rally   

Advanced B & Rally Excellent B Classes at the same trial, of 80 points or more out of a possible 

perfect score of 100, under at least two different Judges.  

R.M. – signifying Rally Master - Seven (7) qualifying scores of 85 points or more must be earned 

under at least three different judges in Master class to earn a title.  

RO. CH. - signifying Rally Obedience Champion - Upon having been granted the Rally Master 

Title, in order to receive the RO.CH Title, a dog must qualify a further ten (10) times with       

qualifying scores of 90 or more points in the Rally Master Class under at least (3) different 

Judges.  
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Each month we will discuss TWO Rally Obedience sign‘s. 

Rally-O is a great way to have some fun with your dog.  

The 2nd Monday Night (8th February) of every month Instructor‘s Michelle 

Gurney and Kellie Neville will put together a Rally-Obedience course set up 

in one of the trial rings.  

Everyone is welcome to have a go and see what it is all about. 

 

 

 



16 

 

When Your Dog's Poop Looks Like This..... 
By Dr. Becker July 15th, 2015 
 
This topic is a rather unpleasant but important one: assessing your dog's poop for signs of a health      
problem. Since our canine companions can't tell us when they have cramps, a tummy ache, or some other 
digestive upset, it's up to us to stay alert for signs of trouble. One of the best ways to do this is to monitor 
not only what goes into your dog, but also what comes out of him. 

What's 'Normal' Poop for Your Dog? 

Generally speaking, a healthy canine stool is moist and firm, and has a mild odour. 

 
 
   

      
          Healthy Dog Stool    

Dogs fed processed kibble (which I don't recommend) typically produce large quantities of voluminous 
poop for several reasons. First, most kibble manufacturers add unnaturally high amounts of fibre (beet 
pulp, soybean, and rice hulls, as well as "cellulose," otherwise known as wood fibre or sawdust). The     
normal fiber content of the ancestral diet is between 4 and 6 percent. The fibre content of many dry foods 
is greater than 15 percent, and most "diet" or "lite" foods contain more than 28 percent fibre. 

Dogs eating kibble also produce a stinker poop because their bodies aren't designed to absorb certain  
nutrients in those diets (for example, grain and other starches, including the unnaturally high potato and 
pea content found in many "grain free" foods). In some instances, it can feel like your dog is passing out 
more volume of waste than the food volume she ate! 

 

 

 

 

 

      Stool of Kibble Fed Dog 

Raw fed dogs, on the other hand, tend to produce significantly less poop that is also smaller in size, firmer, 
and significantly less stinky. Dogs eating a high mineral raw food diet will produce poo that turns a much 
lighter colour within 24 hours and disintegrates very quickly. 

Dogs eating raw foods that could be too high in calcium or bone pass white, chalky faeces, and may suffer 
from obstipation. 

 

 

 

 

      

    Stool of Dog Fed Raw Diet with Too Much Calcium  

Regardless of your dog's diet, it's important to know what her poop looks and smells like normally so that 
you'll be immediately aware of any changes in frequency, consistency, size, colour, or smell. 

One of the most obvious signs of a potential health problem in dogs is diarrhoea, and diarrhoea can have 
different characteristics depending on its cause. 

http://healthypets.mercola.com/sites/healthypets/archive/2010/11/11/constipation-in-pet-dogs.aspx
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Types of Dog Diarrhoea 

In the following situations, unless the problem clears up on its own within a day or so, I recommend making 
an appointment with your veterinarian. 

A soft stool with no visible blood or mucous might indicate either a dietary change or indiscriminate eating. 
However, it can also signal the presence of an intestinal parasite such as giardia. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
       Soft Stool 

A greasy-looking gray stool can be a sign of too much fat in your dog's diet, which can trigger pancreatitis, 
which is inflammation of the pancreas that can range from very mild to life threatening. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          Excess Fat in Stool (Steatorrhea)  

A black, tarry stool typically indicates the presence of old blood somewhere in the dog's digestive system. It 
can be a sign of injury to the GI tract from indiscriminate eating, and it can also be a sign of a very serious 
disease such as cancer. 

Watery diarrhoea can be a sign of stress or a viral (e.g., parvovirus) or parasitic infection and can lead very 
quickly to dehydration, especially in puppies. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
                        Watery Stool 

A soft stool containing or coated with mucous may indicate the presence of parvovirus or parasites. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
       Stool with Mucus  

A soft or watery stool with visible worms, eggs, or other uninvited guests is a clear indication of a parasite 
infestation. 

 

Firm, soft, or runny poop containing blood or blood clots is almost always a sign of a serious health      
problem requiring immediate attention. Fresh blood indicates current bleeding, typically from the large   
intestine or the anus or anal glands. There could be a perforation of the intestinal wall from something the 
dog ingested, or from the eruption of a tumour or ulcer. 

 
 

http://healthypets.mercola.com/sites/healthypets/archive/2012/03/19/giardia-infection-on-pets.aspx
http://healthypets.mercola.com/sites/healthypets/archive/2009/12/16/dont-let-this-organ-ruin-your-pets-life.aspx
http://healthypets.mercola.com/sites/healthypets/archive/2014/10/15/tapeworm-infection.aspx
http://healthypets.mercola.com/sites/healthypets/archive/2014/10/15/tapeworm-infection.aspx
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Causes of Diarrhoea 

Since diarrhoea is a symptom of multiple health problems, it also has multiple causes. These include: 

The Not-So-Obvious Symptoms of Diarrhoea 

When most of us think of a dog with diarrhoea, we picture the poor pup standing anxiously at the door, 
needing to get out quickly. Once he's out, he dashes off to find a suitable spot and passes loose, watery 
stool. Alternatively, if we're not around when the urgency hits, we come home to an accident on the floor. 

But what many dog parents don't realize is that sometimes diarrhoea causes straining to go, making it look 
more like constipation than diarrhoea. That's because diarrhoea upsets the normal rhythm of the muscle 
contractions in your dog's intestinal tract, giving her the feeling that she constantly needs to poop. So even 
though she's hunched over and straining, her colon might be empty after repeated bouts of loose stool. 

And in cases of chronic diarrhoea, many dogs don't have accidents in the house and don't have faecal  
urgency, they simply always have loose, watery stools. 

Other symptoms that can go along with diarrhoea include fever, lethargy, malaise, loss of appetite, and 
dehydration. Puppies, small dogs, and seniors are at risk of dehydration from just one round of explosive 
diarrhoea. 

Small bowel diarrhoea can also be confusing to owners, as the first part of the stool is firm, followed by soft 
or very loose second half of the bowel movement, which can indicate a variety of issues including small 
intestinal bacterial overgrowth, maldigestion, malabsorption, food intolerances, exocrine pancreatic        
insufficiency, dybiosis, or IBS. 

 

            

Small Bowel Diarrhoea  

When to Call the Vet 

Most healthy dogs experience an occasional episode of loose stool or diarrhoea that resolves within 12 to 
24 hours. The underlying issue in most of these cases is indiscriminate eating or stress. However, any dog 
has the potential to become very ill from chronic bouts of diarrhoea. If your dog seems fine after a bout of 
diarrhoea -- meaning she's acting normal, with normal energy – it's safe to simply keep an eye on her to  
insure her stool returns to normal within a day or so. But if you notice she's also sluggish, running a fever 
or feels warm to the touch, or there's a change in her behaviour, you should contact your veterinarian. 

http://healthypets.mercola.com/sites/healthypets/archive/2015/07/15/assessing-dog-poop.aspx?x_cid=ranart_assessing-dog-
poop_facebook-ps-dnm&utm_campaign=coschedule&utm_source=facebook_page&utm_medium=Dogs%20Naturally%20Magazine 

Change in diet Toxins 
Inflammatory bowel  

disease 

Food intolerance,      
sensitivity, allergy 

Idiopathic hemorrhagic 
gastroenteritis 

Small intestine bacterial 
overgrowth (SIBO) 

 Intestinal parasites Lymphangiectasia 
Histoplasma enteritis or 

colitis 

Indiscriminate eating Tumours Intestinal obstruction 

Bacterial infection Rectal polyps Irritable bowel syndrome 

Viral infection 
Exocrine pancreatic    

insufficiency 

Histiocytic ulcerative  
colitis 

http://healthypets.mercola.com/sites/healthypets/archive/2012/03/26/dealing-with-dog-diarrhea.aspx
http://healthypets.mercola.com/sites/healthypets/archive/2015/07/15/assessing-dog-poop.aspx?x_cid=ranart_assessing-dog-poop_facebook-ps-dnm&utm_campaign=coschedule&utm_source=facebook_page&utm_medium=Dogs%20Naturally%20Magazine
http://healthypets.mercola.com/sites/healthypets/archive/2015/07/15/assessing-dog-poop.aspx?x_cid=ranart_assessing-dog-poop_facebook-ps-dnm&utm_campaign=coschedule&utm_source=facebook_page&utm_medium=Dogs%20Naturally%20Magazine
http://healthypets.mercola.com/sites/healthypets/archive/2013/05/20/lymphangiectasia.aspx
http://healthypets.mercola.com/sites/healthypets/archive/2013/05/15/exocrine-pancreatic-insufficiency.aspx
http://healthypets.mercola.com/sites/healthypets/archive/2013/05/15/exocrine-pancreatic-insufficiency.aspx
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Osteochondritis Dissecans  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Osteochondrosis is a pathological condition in which normal endochondral ossification, the                  
metamorphoses of cartilage to bone, is disturbed. The disturbance is often due to a disruption in the blood 
supply to the bone. This disturbance is also growth related. The result is retention of excessive cartilage at 

the site as the process of endochondral ossification is halted, but cartilage continues to grow. The end   
result is abnormally thick regions of cartilage that are less resistant to mechanical stress, as opposed to the 

stronger and denser bone.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Symptoms   

 Lameness (most common symptom) 

 Onset of lameness may be sudden or gradual, and may involve one or more limbs 

 Lameness becomes worse after exercise 

 Unable to bear weight on affected limb 

 Swelling at joints 

 Pain in limb, especially on manipulation of joints involved 

 Wasting of muscles with chronic lameness 
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What causes the formation of OCD? 

 

 

 

 

 

 
How is OCD treated? 

There are currently two ways to treat OCD, conservative medical treatment or surgical removal of the    
lesion. Conservative treatment may be indicated for dogs that have early mild symptoms of OCD or where 
a specific lesion cannot be identified on radiographs. Conservative treatment consists of strict rest for 4 to 
8 weeks. Leash walking is permitted but no running or playing is allowed. Anti-Inflammatories and        
painkillers such as Carprofen (Rimadyl) may be indicated. In addition, the use of glucosamine/
chondroitin products has been suggested, yet there are no current studies that confirm their beneficial use 
in this particular disease. Conservative treatment may be difficult in young, active puppies who may still 
need to undergo surgery, if the symptoms do not improve. 

Surgery is indicated in animals that show severe symptoms, in cases where large lesions are identified on 
radiographs or when conservative treatments fail. The surgery is very straightforward. The affected joint is 
opened and the offending flap, defect, or joint mouse is removed. The prognosis is generally good when 

the shoulder joint is affected. With other joints, degenerative joint disease (osteoarthritis) is more common. 
When the elbow is affected, the OCD may contribute to the development of other abnormalities in that joint. 

Large and giant breeds, including Great Danes, Labrador Retrievers, Newfoundlands, Rottweilers, Bernese 
Mountain Dogs, English Setters, and Old English Sheepdogs are predisposed to this condition.  

 

         
   

    Thanks to Dr. Karen Hedberg  

    Dog Lovers Cruise 2015 

The cause of OCD is considered to be multifactorial. It is thought that there are several factors that      
contribute to the formation of OCD lesions including trauma to the joint, genetics, rapid growth,         
hormone imbalances, and nutrition. 

Trauma, whether chronic or acute, may contribute to the formation of OCD lesions. Injury to the surface 
cartilage may lead to the separation of the cartilage from the bone or cause a decrease in blood supply 
that leads to cartilage flap formation. 

It appears that there is a genetic link between parents and offspring and the formation of the disease.  
Certain breeds and genetic lines are much more likely to develop the disease. Careful screening of      
parents against this disease is recommended during the selection of all breeding animals. 

OCD usually occurs during periods of rapid growth. Therefore, it has been suggested that nutrition that 
creates rapid growth may lead to the increase in incidence of the disease. 

http://www.peteducation.com/article.cfm?cls=2&cat=1662&articleid=670
http://www.peteducation.com/article.cfm?cls=2&cat=1662&articleid=670
javascript:popupWin1('/dictionary_term.cfm?term=chronic',%2050,%2050,%20350,%20300)
javascript:popupWin1('/dictionary_term.cfm?term=acute',%2050,%2050,%20350,%20300)
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INTRODUCTION  

Obedience trials are a sport, and it is expected that all participant will be guided by the principles of good 
sportsmanship both inside and outside of the ring. Obedience Trials demonstrate the dog and handler‘s 
ability to work together with precision and publicly showcase the training that has been undertaken to 

achieve this. Classes are designed to be progressive, allowing the dog and handler to grow in skill and  
experience as titles are earned. The performance of the dog and handler in the ring must be accurate and 
correct according to these rules and regulations. It is also essential that the dog demonstrates willingness 
and enjoyment while it is working and that the handler demonstrates smooth and natural handling without 

using harsh commands.  

 

CLASSES 

All classes must be available for competition at the Trial and included on the trial schedule unless special 
permission is granted by the Member Body. No classes other than the following shall be provided or     
withdrawn without the special permission of the Member Body.  

(a) COMMUNITY COMPANION DOG CLASS: For dogs, six months of age or over, and of either sex 
which are not eligible for the title of ‗Community Companion Dog‘ (C.C.D.). Under no circumstances except 
where an application for a C.C.D. Title has been rejected on a technicality, shall a dog, which has gained a 
qualifying score in a Novice Class, be eligible to compete in the Community Companion Dog Class. A dog 
is not permitted to compete in the Community Companion Dog Class and a Novice Class at the same trial.  

b) NOVICE CLASS: For dogs, six months of age or over, and of either sex which are not eligible for the 
title of ‗Companion Dog' (C.D.). Under no circumstances except where an application for a C.D. Title has 
been rejected on a technicality, shall a dog which has competed in an Open Class be eligible to compete in 
the Novice Class.  

(c) OPEN CLASS: For dogs of either sex, which have qualified for the title of 'Companion Dog' (C.D.) in 
Novice Class.  

(d) UTILITY CLASS: For dogs of either sex, which have qualified for the title of 'Companion Dog           
Excellent' (C.D.X.) in Open Class.  

(e) UTILITY DOG EXCELLENT CLASS: For dogs of either sex, which have qualified for the title of ‗Utility 
Dog‘ (U.D.) in Utility Class.  

 

COMMANDS 

Where the word ―command‖ appears in specific exercises, it will mean ―command and/or signal‖ unless 
otherwise specified. All verbal commands must be in the English Language unless approved otherwise by 
the Judge. One command only is given to the dog for a specific action on the part of the dog. The verbal 
command must be a single word. The command may be given by the use of the Handler‘s voice and/or 
specific action of the Handler in the form of a signal. A voice command and a signal may be given, but 

must be used simultaneously. A signal should be a single gesture of the arms and/or hands only, which 
must be promptly returned to their pre-command position. Signals must be inaudible and must not touch 

the dog. Any unusual noise, prolonged or extended signal or movement of the Handler may be considered 
by the Judge as a 'signal', or extra command. Where the dog's name is used to attract its attention, a     

distinct pause between the name of the dog and the command is required. When giving the command to 
stay before throwing the dumbbell or the Command to finish in every exercise that requires a retrieve, the 

hand holding the dumbbell or the retrieved article must not be used to give the signal to stay or finish.   
Failure to comply will result in a deduction for failing the lesser points of the exercise.   
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Paralysis Tick Emergency Care 

 
The tick is found commonly on the east coast of Australia, and favours warm, humid conditions. This     
unfortunately means that paralysis tick is a serious problem for pets in Sydney so it‘s important to     

ensure that during the warmer months you are regularly checking your pet for ticks. 

It may also be beneficial to have your pet on a preventative tick treatment, especially if you are in high tick 
prone areas like the Northern Beaches. Some areas of Sydney are more prone to ticks than others, but 
none are absolutely tick-free. 

What does a paralysis tick look like? 

Paralysis ticks: 

 Are blue to light-grey in colour. 

 Range from approximately 2mm in diameter to over 1cm in diameter (usually the bigger ticks are     

engorged with blood). 

 Have orange forelimbs. 

 Can feel like a small wart or lump to touch. 

When found on pets they tend to have their mouthparts buried in the skin. This creates a site of             

inflammation, which may be painful to touch. Once the tick is removed, it tends to leave a crater. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What are the signs of tick paralysis? 

Signs of tick paralysis vary depending on the length of time the tick has been on the animal, as well as the 
potency of the toxin, which can vary between ticks. 

Signs include: 

 a change in bark or meow 

 increased or laboured breathing 

 coughing 

 excessive salivation 

 vomiting or regurgitation 

 weakness in the hind legs, which typically progresses to involve the forelimbs also 

 reluctance to get up or walk. 

Because the ability to breathe and swallow are affected, some animals will inhale saliva or food 

(aspirate) resulting in life-threatening pneumonia. 

If you find a tick on your pet contact your vet immediately 
The toxin produced by paralysis ticks is very potent. Even when the tick is removed, most animals 
get worse before they get better – this is because the toxin already in the animal‘s body continues to  
circulate and attach to nerves for a period of time. 

 

The paralysis tick (Ixodes holocyclus) is a small, eight-legged tick that produces a potent toxin. 

This toxin causes paralysis in dogs and cats, and is potentially fatal. 
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It is important to seek veterinary attention to determine whether your pet needs tick anti-toxin. Until then, 
there are some important steps you can take to reduce the risk of complications: 

 Keep your pet calm, quiet and cool. Excitement, exercise and overheating can exacerbate illness    

associated with tick paralysis. 

 Remove food and water. Your pet‘s ability to swallow may be compromised, putting your pet at risk of 

aspiration pneumonia. Search for other ticks on your pet. 

How is tick paralysis treated? 

Treatment of paralysis tick starts with tick anti-venom, which is administered as soon as possible by your 

veterinarian. Other treatments used depend on the severity of tick paralysis, but include: 

 Intravenous fluids to maintain hydration 

 Sedation to reduce excitement and prevent breathing difficulties 

 Drugs to decrease salivation 

 Antibiotics for treatment of pneumonia. 

 Oxygen therapy and Anti-emetics to prevent vomiting and aspiration. 

Can dogs and cats develop immunity to ticks? 

Dogs and cats may develop immunity to ticks, but this requires repeated exposure to ticks – each time with 
the risk of paralysis and death. Unfortunately where immunity does occur it is often very short-lived. There 
is currently no vaccination against the toxin produced by paralysis ticks. 

Sydney Animal Hospitals' approach to tick prevention 

Prevention of tick paralysis is essential to maintain the health of your pet. There is a range of       
excellent products available to repel and kill ticks but none is 100 per cent effective. The ideal prevention 
strategy depends on the lifestyle of your pet. 

The ideal prevention strategy depends on the lifestyle of your pet. 

Contact your Veterinarian for a tick prevention program tailored specifically to your pet and its                
lifestyle. Remember to search your pet each day for ticks – in our experience, most pets enjoy this 

ritual. 

Sydney Animal Hospitals - Performing a Tick Search:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tL96K_ARSxs 

Sydney Animal Hospitals - What are the symptoms of tick poisoning?: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IszEk-MVVp4 

For more information visit:  

http://www.sydneyanimalhospitals.com.au/Emergency-Care/Tick-emergency-care/ 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tL96K_ARSxs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IszEk-MVVp4
http://www.sydneyanimalhospitals.com.au/Emergency-Care/Tick-emergency-care/
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NOTICE IS GIVEN 

 

Hills Dog Club Inc. 

Annual General Meeting 

13th April, 2016 

Agenda 

 

1. Open Meeting 

2. Apologies 

3. Minutes of the 2015 Annual General Meeting 

4. Financial Statement 

5. President‘s Report 

6. Secretary‘s Report 

7. Chief Instructor‘s Report 

8. President to declare all positions vacant 

9. Election of Returning Officer & Scrutineers 

10. President to vacate chair, hand meeting over to returning officer 

11. Returning officer reads nominations received & calls for nominations for vacant  

positions 

12. Election of Office Bearers 

13. Nominations & Elections of Patrons 

14. Nomination & Election of Auditor 

15. Trophy Presentation by President 

16. Close Meeting 

 

 

Please Note: Nomination forms for all Committee positions can be 

found on page 39 of this month’s Howler. 
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Name: Vicki Gresser 

Dogs: Savanna Australian Shepherd 9yrs 

                 Kyra  Australian Shepherd 5yrs 

 

How long have you been at Hills?: First joined in 1992 

                                                              Came back again in 2004 

 

What Class do you usually teach?  Occasionally Beginners 1 

                                                               Triallers Class 

                                                               CCD/Novice Rings 

Best Dog Training advice ever given to you:  Always have fun with your dog 

no matter what you do. 

What other Dog activities do you do? Competition Obedience, Rally            

Obedience, Tracking and some Agility 

Day Job:  Retired 

Hobbies:  Patchwork and Quilting, Knitting, Cross Stitch and Gardening 

Biggest Dog Achievement:  Winning the 2012 Open Obedience at Sydney Royal 

Easter Show and gaining 2
nd

 and 3
rd  

placing‘s in two classes  in Rally-O at the Royal. 

Favourite thing you’ve taught your Dog:  I don‘t know that it is my favourite 

thing but ―Paws on‖ but now every time there is a stool out or a chair etc suddenly there 
is a dog with paws on it without being asked. 
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