
  

  June 2016 

www.hillsdogclub.com 
https://www.facebook.com/hillsdistrictdogclub 

 
 

Upcoming Meeting Dates 

 
8th June 
13th July  

10th August  
14th Sept  

 
12th October  
9th November 
14th December 

  

NO Monday Night Training: June 13th (Public Holiday)  
Do you want to receive your Howler via email? 

Email: hillshowler@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

K9 Companion Award 
Monday 4th July @ 7pm 

Tuesday 26th July @ 10am 
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Hills  Dog Club Inc 

2016 Committee 

President: Gordon Fenbow Mb: 0430 341 235 E: gfenbow@bigpond.net.au  

Vice President: Kellie Neville Mb: 0408 027 874 E: neville_200@hotmail.com 

Vice President: David Hutchins Mb: 0412 245 999 E: entally@optusnet.com.au 

Secretary: Vicki Gresser Ph: 9871 5734 E: vicki.gresser@optusnet.com.au 

Assistant Secretary: Deidre O’Brien  Ph: 9654 9171 E: obrien.hamely28@bigpond.com 

Treasurer: Lynne Sheather Ph: 9634 1497 E: lshe4963@bigpond.net.au 

Assistant Treasurer: Janet Power Ph: 9639 9987 E: powerjanet@optusnet.com.au 

Chief Instructor: Dianne Atkins Ph: 9654 3833 E: diatkins@bigpond.net.au  

Trial Secretary: Tiki Freizer Mb: 0419 488 493 

Show Secretary: Janet Power Mb: 0419 313 848 

Committee:    Anne Small Mb: 0417 414 877  

Judith Stanley Ph: 9868 5912 

Kathy Cocks Mb: 0411 892 329 

Shirley Tulk Mb: 0417 282 218  

Natalie Conway Mb: 0404 878 940   

Peter Guenther Ph: 9634 6876  

Public Officer: Vicki Gresser Ph: 9871 5734 

Publicity Officer:  Kellie Neville Mb: 0408 027 874 E: hillshowler@gmail.com  

Equipment Officer: Luke Perfect Mb: 0409 118 458 E: alwaysperfect@optusnet.com.au 

Education Officer: Dianne Atkins Ph: 9654 3833 E: diatkins@bigpond.net.au  

Registrar: Jody Smith Mb: 0418 169 656 E: jawsmith@bigpond.com 

Auditor: Mr T Newton  

Patron: Mrs Betty Stepkovitch 

Trophy Stewards:  Trial—Kerry Richards and Janice Lyons        Show—Pauline Hartwell and Samantha Ibbott-Cordi 

Club Trophy Steward: Genevieve Young Mb: 0419 161 042 E: genevieve.young@optusnet.com.au  

Life Members: Peter Guenther, *Hazel Baldwin(*deceased), Dianne Atkins, Janet Power, Belvane Parsons,  

Anne Small, Betty Cansdale, Robyn Jones, Janice Lyons, Vicki Gresser, Lynne Sheather                                
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Agenda: 

 

1 Open Meeting 

2 Apologies 

3 Confirmation of minutes of the previous              

    meeting                 

4 Business arising from the minutes 

5 Correspondence 

6 Treasurers Report 

 

 

 

7 New Members 

8 Chief Instructor’s Report 

9 Show Secretary’s Report 

10 Trial Secretary's Report 

11 Publicity Report 

12 General Business  

 

 

 

Notice is given of the General Meeting of the Hills Dog Club Inc.  
to be held on  

Wednesday 8th June 2016,  
in the Meeting Rooms, at Castle Hill Showground. 

Commencing at 7:30 p.m.  

Everyone is welcome to attend. 
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- MEMBERS PLEASE NOTE - 

The Hills Howler newsletter is written by members, for members. The views expressed 

here are not necessarily the views of the Hills Dog Club Inc. and the club does not      

accept responsibility for any information, articles or advice published. 

- NOTICE BOARD - 

Leave your dog “on lead” at all times 

unless your instructor requests other-

wise. 

Please bring correct money to training 

for ground fees. 

No thongs or bare feet in classes.  

Closed shoes are preferable and safer. 

Please wear your membership card at 

all times. It makes everyone`s life     

easier! 

All dogs on the training grounds must be 

vaccinated under Club rules. 

Bitches in season are not permitted to  

attend class. You may still come and 

watch, but she may not. 

Yes, training is on when it rains. Bring a 

raincoat and wear boots.  If it is very wet 

we will train under the covered ring. 

All correspondence to: 

The Secretary,  

Hills Dog Club Inc. 

56/159 Ridgecrop Drive, 

Castle Hill  NSW  2154 

FORGOT TO BRING TREATS TO 

TRAINING? 

Don’t worry! We have lamb treats for 

sale at the office for just $5 a bag. 

FOR NOTICE OF CLASS  

CANCELLATION 

In the event of extreme weather  

conditions (heat or rain)  

Go to: 

www.hillsdogclub.com 

OR find us on Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/hillsdogclub 

OR https://www.facebook.com/

hillsdistrictdogclub 

Pages updated  

Monday 4pm & Tuesday 8:45am 

  

- FREE MEMBERS BOARD - 

The Club has decided to include a FREE notice board column in the Howler each month 

for club members. This will be a maximum of 3 lines for one (1) month and will be non 

commercial. 

http://www.hillsdogclub.com
http://www.facebook.com/hillsdogclub
https://www.facebook.com/hillsdistrictdogclub
https://www.facebook.com/hillsdistrictdogclub
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Hills Dog Club Inc 

TRAINING TIMES 

Monday 7pm  Puppies, Beginners, Graduate & Advanced 

  8pm   Triallers 
 
  Puppy classes are for dogs 12-20 weeks.     NO CLASSES HELD ON PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 
 
Tuesday 10.30am All Classes NO TUESDAY CLASSES HELD IN SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 
 
CLUB MEETINGS 
The club meets monthly on the 2nd Wednesday of the month, except January, in the clubhouse. 
Meetings start at 7.30pm. All welcome! Tea and coffee provided. 
Club financial year is 1st January to 31st December. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE     NEWSLETTER 
All Club correspondence or enquires should  Hills Howler is available at the clubhouse on 
be addressed in writing to The Secretary,              training days/nights and online. All 
56/169 Ridgecrop Drive, Castle Hill, NSW, 2154.  members are encouraged to contribute. 
 

GROUND RULES 
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Promotions 
Beginners to Graduate 

Phillip Duggan with Buster the Blue Cattle Dog (Tuesday Class) 
Phyllis Ng with Luna the Labrador Retriever (Tuesday Class) 

Luke O'Callaghan with Will the Border Collie (Monday Class) 
Alyce Mellon with Maggie the Border Collie (Monday Class) 

Graduate to Advance  

Wings & Karen Lee with Gordon the Golden Retriever (Monday Class) 

Advance to Triallers  



7 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Name: Karen Taylor (Maisy Neville on FaceBook) 

Dogs:  Maisy, Red Cattle 8yrs old and Rubie, Working Kelpie 6yrs old 

How long have you been at Hills? 7 years 

What Class do you usually Teach? Beginners 2, 3 and 4 

Best Dog Training advice ever given to you: It’s never the dog 

What other Dog Activities do you do? Agility and Herding 

Day Job: IT Desktop Support/Mature Aged IT Trainer 

Hobbies: Dogs stuff, Motorbikes, Bush Walking, Reading and Movies 

Biggest Dog Achievement: Maisy 

Favourite thing you’ve taught your Dog? The things they have taught me 
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We have some fantastic cooks at Hills Dog Club.  

The smell that lingers from the Club House each Monday Night and Tuesday  

Morning is mouth watering.  

So we are going to share with you all that we just don’t dish up the goods on the 

Training Field BUT also in the Kitchen too…  
APPLE PIE OR   

APPLE CHARLOTTE 
80z  S/R flour 

40z  Butter 

2 tablespoons of Caster Sugar 

1 Egg 

Pinch Salt 

 1 tablespoon of Milk if needed 

Cook about 7 to 8 peeled and cored granny smith apples with 2-3 tablespoons castor sugar with 6 cloves 
in microwave until soft. Drain well.  

All ingredients straight from the fridge,  butter must be cold  not melted. Rub butter through the flour and 
sugar with hands until it looks like breadcrumbs. 

Make a well in the middle and add beaten egg with knife or fork until it forms a  dough leaving the side of 
the bowl easily.  It should not be sticky. Use hands now to form a round and cut into halves for top and 
bottom. Work quickly so dough doesn’t get to warm. Put pastry in non- stick paper in the fridge for 
10mins before rolling out. 

Roll out between two pieces of non- stick paper. 

Roll only from the middle out turning the paper around to make the pastry the size of the dish. If you roll 
pastry every which way it will make it stretch and will be tough.  Take one sheet of paper off and place 
pastry side down over dish then remove top paper by rolling back keeping the paper tight as you roll.  Let 
pastry fall gently into dish. Cut around dish and you can patch any bits. 

Put warm well drained apples in pie dish take out cloves. Roll out top pastry place on pie same as before. 
Trim around edge and use thumb and forefinger to make pattern around edge. Cut steam holes into top 
about 4 of them, wash with pastry brush with egg and milk mixed together very lightly over top. 

Bake in hot oven 200c for 5 mins until you see pastry set then turn down to 150c for further 40 to 45 mins 
depending on your oven. 

 When cold can ice with passionfruit icing if you want it to be apple charlotte. 

 Should be eaten on the same day for a nice crisp pastry edge as it goes soft the next day. 
I couldn’t get this pastry like my Mum’s until she passed away then it all came  

together. She always made it for me. Lynne Sheather 
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Passed onto me by John Sissons in 2008 and have been baking it ever since.  

Love this cake, its easy to make, moist and a favourite of mine and the Dog Clubs. 

Dianne Atkins 
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Cystinuria and Progressive Retinal Atrophy,  

Progressive Rod-Cone Degeneration in the  

Labrador Retriever 
Cystinuria 

Urinary tract obstruction is one of the most urgent and potentially life-threatening conditions in dogs. One 
common cause of urinary obstructions in dogs is the presence of bladder stones which leave the bladder 

during urination and become lodged in the urethra. The inability to urinate results in a toxic build-up of    
certain electrolytes and waste products in the body including potassium, which tends to be the most      

concerning in regards to health effects. Excess potassium in the body prevents the heart from beating   
normally, ultimately resulting in death due to cardiac arrest. Though it is not the only cause of bladder 

stones in Labradors, a genetic mutation in the SLC3A1 gene is reported to cause an early-onset disease 
known as cystinuria, which can result in bladder stone formation. 

While normal kidneys reabsorb a variety of nutrients and electrolytes from the urine, dogs affected with 
cystinuria lack the ability to produce a protein which plays an important role in the kidney’s re-absorption of 

certain amino acids including cystine. Affected dogs will have excess cystine present in the urine which 
frequently results in the formation of cystine crystals and stones in the urinary tract; particularly in the   

bladder. In addition, though it is not common for dogs to develop kidney stones, dogs with cystinuria have 
been reported to develop them in rare cases. 

Though there is variability in the age of onset, Labradors affected with cystinuria will often show their first 
signs of urinary obstruction around 6 to 14 months of age. However, some males and most females will 

develop problems at a later age. Urinary obstruction due to stones is more common in males than females 
due to the male dog’s longer and narrower urethra. There is no cure for cystinuria, but affected dogs can 
be managed with medications and prescription diets formulated to lower protein intake and alkalinize the 
urine. Even with preventative medicine and diet, dogs affected with cystinuria may still develop urinary  

obstructions. Though cystine bladder stones can be successfully removed surgically from the bladder and 
urethra, they are highly likely to recur; especially in dogs that are not being treated preventatively. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Progressive Retinal Atrophy, Progressive Rod-Cone Degeneration 

Progressive retinal atrophy, progressive rod-cone degeneration (PRA-prcd) is a relatively common eye  
disease in dogs caused by a mutation in the PRCD gene. Just one of over a dozen known genetic         

mutations that cause different forms of progressive retinal atrophy, the mutation responsible for causing 
PRA-prcd has been discovered in many dog breeds, suggesting that the mutation originally occurred in an 

early common ancestor to our modern day dogs. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Urethra
https://www.pawprintgenetics.com/products/tests/details/132/?breed=76
https://www.pawprintgenetics.com/products/tests/details/89/?breed=76
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As a general group of diseases, progressive retinal atrophy leads to blindness of variable severity and age 
of onset due to degeneration of the retinal cells known as rods and cones which play an important role in 

sensing light. The signals produced by these cells travel to the brain through nerves and are interpreted by 
the brain. Thus, allowing for what we understand as vision. 

In PRA-prcd, signs of retinal disease may first be detectible by electroretinogram in affected dogs around 1 
½ years of age. However, most dogs will not show clinical signs of blindness until around 4 to 6 years of 

age when degeneration of cells becomes more advanced. The first signs of PRA-prcd are typically caused 
by a degeneration of rod cells in the retina which play an important role in vision under dim light. The loss 

of these cells lead to signs of “night blindness”. As the disease progresses, cone cells responsible for    
vision in normal, day light conditions also degenerate, resulting in complete blindness. Most dogs which 
inherit two copies (see “How Are These Diseases Inherited?” section below) of the PRCD mutation will 

eventually progress to complete vision loss. There are no commercially available treatments or cures for 
PRA-prcd. Thus, making prevention through genetic testing and selective breeding the best bet to       

eliminate the disease from a breed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     How Are These Diseases Inherited?      
     

Both of the diseases discussed in this blog are inherited in a recessive fashion meaning that a dog must 
inherit two copies of the associated genetic mutation (one from each parent) in order to develop either    

disease. Dogs inheriting a single copy of either mutation from one parent are considered carriers. Carrier 
dogs are not expected to show clinical signs of these diseases, but can produce affected puppies if bred 

with another carrier of the same mutation. 

Genetic testing of Labradors can consistently identify carriers of the mutations responsible for these      
diseases, thus allowing for breeders to eliminate them from their blood lines through informed selective 

breeding practices. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           Thanks to Linda Humphreys  

           Dog Lovers Cruise 2015 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rod_cell
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cone_cell
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Electroretinography
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The purpose of Rally Obedience is to demonstrate a dog’s usefulness as a companion of  mankind, not 

merely the dog’s ability to follow specified routines in the ring. Dogs who participate in Rally are dogs that 

have been trained and conditioned to compete at Novice level and in the presence of other dogs. The   

objective of Rally is to provide a  fast-moving and motivational sport for both Handler and dog that        

demonstrates competency in basic Obedience exercises without the precision of the formal Obedience 

Classes. Dogs in Rally events should demonstrate willingness and enjoyment. To that end, Handlers may 

use verbal praise and encouragement of the dog on the Rally course. All participants in the Rally Classes 

are required to perform the same exercises in substantially the same way so that the quality of the various 

performances may be compared and scored.  

Rally-O will be on every 2nd and 4th Monday of each month. 

Please check the ring timetable for more information 

 

K9 Companion Award Course 
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. 

 

 

*This Heel sequence and points refers to Companion Dog (CD)/Novice 

level of Obedience Trialling* 
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Introduction 

In 1976, prompted by advice from Bishop Omer Robidoux (1913-1986), Churchill dog 
handler Brian Ladoon took on the self imposed mission of preserving and breeding       
Canadian Eskimo Dogs (aka Inuit Dogs, aka Qimmiq), the rarest registered breed of dog 
in the world.  His efforts have inspired both admiration and fierce criticism, largely       
because Ladoon’s dogs share their pitiless natural environment with itinerant wild polar 
bears, and his practices are seen by some to be inhumane. 

The movie does not purport to tell the full history of Eskimo/Inuit Dogs. That would take 
several films. It is largely present tense and observational, and focused on documenting 
one place and the unique situation that has developed there due to one man’s tenacious 
efforts to preserve an animal and a way of life that was on the edge of disappearing. The 
film presents its subject’s point of view, but also allows an honest and unvarnished look 
at what he is doing and how he does it. It is likely that audiences will experience shifting 
emotions, but they will come away able to make more informed judgements. 

The Trailer:https://videos.files.wordpress.com/GUPGReBI/trailer-v3-copy-h-264-for-apple-tv_dvd.mp4

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Overview 

In October/November last year I went to the tiny town of Churchill, in Manitoba, Canada, 
to shoot a new documentary called The Last Dogs of Winter. I knew I’d be well outside 
my comfort zone, but I could not resist such a compelling story. 

https://videos.files.wordpress.com/GUPGReBI/trailer-v3-copy-h-264-for-apple-tv_dvd.mp4
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For almost 40 years, Brian Ladoon has struggled to breed and maintain a colony of       
Canadian Eskimo dogs in an environment suited to the dogs unique evolution. Once, 
these extraordinary animals were the pack horses or tractors of the arctic. Now, they    
apparently serve no useful function. Technology and cultural shifts made them               
redundant. They almost died out following the introduction of petrol powered skidoos. 
Disease, neglect, and organised culling saw numbers reduced from tens of thousands to 
just a few hundred by the 1970s. 

Brian Ladoon was one of only a handful of people whose sentimental attachment to the 
dogs was such that he took on the responsibility of trying to keep the breed going, at great 
personal sacrifice. 

At this point I want to make it clear, I absolutely acknowledge Brian Ladoon is not some 
kind of sole saviour of these endangered animals. There are now, and have been many 
other passionate people committed to the cause of preserving Canadian Eskimo/Inuit 
Dogs. People like Bill Carpenter (Facts About the Canadian Eskimo Dog – Associated 
Content from Yahoo! – associatedcontent.com.) were critical to its survival from the early 
1970s. He bred and supplied dogs to Inuit in the North, reseeding small populations, and 
enabling today the small scale continuation of traditional practices, and sustainable      
adventure tourism ventures. 

That is an interesting topic for a well resourced TV documentary, or perhaps for Inuit 
themselves to make. It’s not the film I have made. I am attracted to charismatic,           
passionate protagonists who are facing high levels of conflict in their lives, and who have 
battled for a long time to maintain commitment to their goals. I don’t have to agree with 
them to admire such characters. Ladoon is such a character. He’s a fascinating and    
complex man, with great strengths, and certainly flaws as well. 

He’s feisty, stubborn, and self righteous. Unsurprisingly, Ladoon has attracted more than 
his fair share of critics. But there is a remorseless logic to all his choices, and his actions 
are driven by a love and deep knowledge of both the land and his dogs. 

 

 

 

 

 

The interface between people, animals, and nature is always a tricky balance in Churchill. 
Ladoon’s choice of location for his dog colony has created great problems for him, and an 
opportunity that has excited both envy and disapproval. The dogs share a barren point of 
land overlooking Hudson Bay that happens to be very popular with migrating polar 
bears. 

This has made Ladoon a target for complaints from locals and tourism operators 
who believe he has unfair access to a valuable tourism site; from wildlife purists who    
decry the habituation of polar bears to humans; and animal rights proponents, who claim 
he is exploiting both dogs and bears, and endangering both for profit. 

It’s a unique situation, to say the least, and I did my best to capture it despite wind, snow, 
ice, and fogged viewfinders. Toughest shoot I’ve ever done, with the most restrictive 
shooting conditions. 

Tough too to pick a path between representing my subject fairly and accurately, without 
negating other points of view. I went there with an open mind, and I think I captured 
something that truthfully represents what I found. 

http://www.associatedcontent.com/article/623493/facts_about_the_canadian_eskimo_dog.html
http://www.associatedcontent.com/article/623493/facts_about_the_canadian_eskimo_dog.html
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Origin and Purpose of the Canadian Eskimo Dog 

The Canadian Eskimo Dog is an aboriginal breed of dog that has gone through many 
name changes. As a breed, The Canadian Kennel 

Club has, in the past, referred to the dog as the “Eskimo,” “Exquimaux Husky,” 
“Esquimaux Dog,” and “Husky.” The Inuit of Arctic Canada called this dog “Qimmiq.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The breed has an 1100 to 2000 year history of being interdependent with the Thule      
culture of Inuit (Eskimo people) who, following the Dorset culture, occupied the coastal 
and archipelago area of what is now Arctic Canada. Although within the spitz family of 
dogs, the Canadian Eskimo Dog’s origin prior to this is lost in the Inuit prehistory which 
includes the migration of the Mongolian race from the Asian continent to North America. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The existing strain of Canadian Eskimo Dog originated from stock primarily bred by the 
Eskimo Dog Research Foundation in the Northwest Territories. The foundation’s work 
over a six-year period was primarily funded by the Governments of Canada and the 
Northwest Territories and involved the purchase of specimens from the remnant      
population of dogs kept by the Inuit of the Boothia Peninsula, Melville Peninsula and 
parts of Baffin Island. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Canadian Eskimo Dog, as a primitive dog, is primarily a carnivorous breed, whose 
natural diet consisted of seal, walrus, fish, or caribou. For centuries this breed was used 
as a draught animal and was capable of pulling between 45 and 80 kg. per dog, covering 
distances from 15 to 70 miles per day. He was also used as a hunting dog, to locate seal 
breathing holes for the Inuit hunters. As a hunting dog he would also attack and hold at 
bay musk ox and polar bear for the Inuit hunters. In the summer the dog was used as a 
pack dog carrying up to 15 kg. 
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Not Just A Man’s Best Friend:  https://youtu.be/5bcl0yrHPwk  

       https://youtu.be/JE-Nyt4Bmi8  

 

CA NA DIA N  E SKI MO  DOG  F O UNDA TI ON 

The Canadian Eskimo Dog Foundation was established to facilitate a better                     
understanding of the Canadian Eskimo Dog, and to promote and SAVE what is one of the 
last remaining strongholds for this extraordinary breed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Currently the CEDF is the largest and one of the oldest CED breeding kennels in the 
World, accounting for approximately 1/3 (one third) of the World’s population. It is the 
CEDF’s goal to provide the World a window to view, and if desired, an opportunity to 
support and save this magnificent dog from extinction. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The significance of preserving this rare and beautiful dog is important if we are to      
maintain the cultural and historical integrity of Canada and the rest of North America. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Canadian Eskimo Dog (CED) is on the verge of extinction with estimates of (300) 
three hundred or less pure CKC registered dogs left in the World. 

https://youtu.be/5bcl0yrHPwk
https://youtu.be/JE-Nyt4Bmi8
http://www.canadianeskimodogfoundation.ca/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/sled_dogs_brian1.jpg
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COMMITTEE NOTICE:  
 The Showground and the Dog Area 

As we all know the Showground is going to see big changes over the next few years as 

the railway and the overall usage of the area catches up with it. The proposed high rise 

apartment blocks around the area will have a big effect on how the grounds are used and 

the proposed plans are already drawn and up for discussion by Council. 

With the Annual Agricultural Show Society Show now gone and the area proposed for a 

large sports arena, the dog area will see some changes. 

As a member of  Hills Dog Club Inc I hope you will keep yourself aware of any proposals, 

and help us protect our club and its usage of the grounds by voicing your opinion with 

council.  

At this stage, no definite changes are finalised and council will be considering various  

options in the future. When proposals are known we ask that you consider the service we 

provide to the community and help us protect our club for future dog owners in The Hills 

District. 

As a Club, we currently train around 1,100 people and their dogs each year, and have 

provided this service for over 25 years. Our residents get a large benefit from this with 

better behaved dogs, safer dogs, and a happier and safer community. This is something 

we are very proud of and want to continue with. 

With over 60 well trained Instructors, we are probably the biggest Dog Club in NSW. We 

want to keep it that way, serving the Community and promoting Dog Training. 

Help us preserve our Club.  

Your help in any way will be appreciated. 

Kind Regards, 

Gordon Fenbow 

President of Hills Dog Club Inc 

 

 

The next few pages is a copy of the submissions handed into the Councillors and 

the Mayor recently. The first couple of pages were kindly created and edited by 

Belvane Parsons with the latter created and edited by Genevieve Young. Please 

note this submission is only provided in the electronic copy of the Howler. A copy 

of the submission can also be found at the Club House office for your viewing. 
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Diskospondylitis (Spondylitis) in Dogs  
A dog's spine is made up of numerous small bones called vertebrae. These extend from the base of the 
skull all the way to the end of the tail. The vertebrae are interconnected by flexible discs of cartilage - the 
intervertebral discs. These discs provide cushioning between each bone and permit the neck, spine, and 

tail to bend, allowing changes in position and posture. Above the discs and running through the bony     
vertebrae is the spinal cord, which is made up of a mass of nerve fibres that run back and forth between 

the brain and the rest of the body.  

 

 

 

 

 

What is Diskospondylitis?  

Diskospondylitis (also spelled 'discospondylitis', and termed vertebral osteomyelitis') is a bacterial or fungal 

infection of the vertebrae and the intervertebral discs in dogs. The resulting swelling, inflammation and 
bone deformities seen in diskospondylitis put pressure or compression on the spinal cord which runs 
through the vertebrae. The disease is termed "spondylitis" when only the vertebrae are involved. The     
disease should not be confused with 'spondylosis,' which is a non-infectious fusion or degeneration of the        

vertebrae.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What causes Diskospondylitis? 

Diskospondylitis seems to occur most commonly in areas of the country that have a problem with plant 
awns (e.g., grass seeds, fox tails). It is thought that bacteria or fungi on the awns enter the blood system 

when the awns pierce the skin. Bacterial endocarditis, urinary tract infections, or dental disease/extractions 
may be another means by which bacteria enter the bloodstream and infect the vertebrae. Brucella 

canis has also been found to cause the disease in dogs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

javascript:popupWin1('/dictionary_term.cfm?term=inflammation',%2050,%2050,%20350,%20300)
http://www.peteducation.com/article.cfm?cls=2&cat=1556&articleid=404
http://www.peteducation.com/article.cfm?cls=2&cat=1556&articleid=404
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  What are the symptoms of Diskospondylitis? 

Common symptoms of this disease include weight loss, lack of appetite, depression, fever, and back pain. 
Dogs with this disease are generally reluctant to run or jump. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How is Diskospondylitis diagnosed? 

Diagnosis of diskospondylitis can be difficult. Blood tests, urinalysis, radiographs (x-rays), and spinal taps 

may be necessary to diagnose the disease. Cultures of blood and urine are often performed to help     

isolate the cause and choose the appropriate treatment. Myelography may be indicated to determine the 
exact location of spinal compression. Surgery may be needed to reduce the compression on the spinal 

cord. 

 

 

 

 

 

How is Diskospondylitis treated? 

Treatment is based on finding the causative agent - fungal or bacterial. Because bone infections are      
difficult to treat, therapy lasts at least six weeks and may continue for six months or more. Taking           

radiographs at regular intervals during treatment helps monitor the progress. The lesions seen early in the 
disease should resolve with treatment. 

Clinical improvement (lessening of symptoms) usually occurs within two weeks of starting treatment. Pain 
medication may be needed early in treatment. Exercise restriction may help decrease the pain also. 

The prognosis depends on the ability to eliminate the infection and on how much nerve damage resulted 
from the spinal compression.        

 

 

 

 

 

           

 

          Thanks to Dr. Karen Hedberg  

          Dog Lovers Cruise 2015 

http://www.peteducation.com/article.cfm?cls=0&cat=1474&articleid=3136
javascript:popupWin1('/dictionary_term.cfm?term=culture',%2050,%2050,%20350,%20300)
javascript:popupWin1('/dictionary_term.cfm?term=myelogram',%2050,%2050,%20350,%20300)
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Hills Dog Club Inc May 2016 Show 
 

Poodle (Miniature)     

T G Tanner & L M Henery     

Troymere Person Of Interest  

 General Specials Judge: Mrs S Gartner  
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Hills Dog Club Inc May 2016 Show 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Old English Sheepdog      

F Fearon-Zammit & R Zammit & B Vesel-Dodds & K Krump & F Methelis     

AM CH TANAS CHUNKY MONKEY AT DEZIGNERZ (IMP USA)  

General Specials Judge: Mrs S Gartner  
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Fire and Fur Don’t Mix 

For obvious reasons, we need to take precautions to make sure our cats and dogs don’t 
get singed by errant embers. Fireplaces will need a fireguard screen to make sure any 

popping flames don’t shoot out too far. This will also prevent wagging tails from entering 
flame territory. 

 

Dampers and Detectors 

Carbon monoxide poisoning can be deadly to pets and humans, not to mention it can 
cause health issues from exposure. This is especially a concern if you have a gas       

fireplace. If your damper is closed, then all of the carbon monoxide comes back into the 
room and your pet, being the closest, will be the first one affected. 

In addition to making sure your fireplace damper is properly adjusted, you should also 
place carbon monoxide detectors near the fireplace and throughout your home. This is 
so important to check every time you turn on your gas fireplace. Especially given that a 
gas fireplace burns so cleanly that you likely won’t even notice if the damper is open or 

not. 

Regular fireplaces should also be adequately vented, so smoke and carcinogens don’t 
get in your cat or dog’s lungs. It’s a good idea to keep any heat vents near your fireplace 
closed when it is lit, so nothing is spread through the home heating system. Also be sure 
to check the batteries on smoke alarms, to make sure they are in working order. 
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Gate It Off 

Investigative noses and indiscriminate palettes have gotten many cats and dogs into 
some not-so-safe predicaments. You don’t even need to have your fireplace lit for a pet 

to get into a potentially dangerous situation. Ashes, pebbles and other fireplace elements 
all arouse their curiosity. The next thing you know, you’ll have an ashy mess to clean up 

or a trip to the vet if they ingest something. 

If you have a dog that’s a licker, he could even get burned on a space heater. It’s best to 
make sure your fireplaces and heaters are completely gated off from pets that have just a 

wee bit too much curiosity. 

However, that’s easier said than done, if you have a cat determined to get near the     
fireplace. Your best bet in this situation is to just make sure there isn’t anything harmful 

they can get into. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No Play Near Heat  

Accidents happen during boisterous playtime, and our aim isn’t always true. Playing near 
a fireplace or heater can result in your pet sliding into it and getting burned or diving in 
after a toy. It’s best to avoid playtime in a room where a fireplace is lit or a heater is on. 

This includes tossing treats to your pets. 
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